New York City October 8th - 10th 2026

Teachers College

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY




ERICH FROMM SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA
SECOND BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

ERICH FROMM

OCTOBER 8-10, 2026

Teachers College, Columbia University
525 West 120th Street, New York, NY 10027

Hosted by the Program in Philosophy and Education

AND THE CRISIS OF DEMOCRACY

Educational, Psychological, and Sociological Perspectives

PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

DAY 1 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

9:00-11:00 AM Executive Session cilosed Meeting
11:00-12:30 Bagels, Coffee & Welcome Remarks Food provided - Zankel 118
12:45-2:45 PM Parallel Session 1
A HM138 The Authoritarian Character Revisited
Authoritarianism in Practice: Comparative Case Studies
C HM150 Frommian Approaches to Clinical Practice Today
3:00-5:00 PM Parallel Session 2
A HM138 Narcissism, Othering, and the Social Unconscious
Political Economy: Liberalism, Socialism, and Their Discontents
C HM150 Biophilia, Ecology, and Resistance
5:30-7:00 PM KEYNOTE - Glenn Albrecht Milbank Chapel
Philosophy and Education Colloquium Series
7:00 PM Reception zankel 118

DAY 2 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

9:00-11:00 AMm EFSNA Membership Meeting
The Future of EFSNA: Conflict Resolution and Growth - HM 140

Parallel Session 3

A HM138 Organizations, Leadership, and Collective Dynamics (EFSC @ IPU)
Social Character and Political-Emotional Mobilization (EFSC @ IPU)
Fromm in Dialogue: Intellectual Histories

Education, Embodiment, and Liberation

11:15-1:15 PM

C HM150

D HM148

Lunch Provided - Zankel 118

Parallel Session 4

A HM138 Humanistic Foundation and Critical Theory of Democracy (EFSC @ |IPU)
Critical Pedagogy and Democratic Education

C HM150 Erich Fromm and Marx’s Concept of Man (1962) for Today

D HM148 The Way We Dream Today and the Tyranny of Technology

DAY 3 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

Parallel Session 5

1:15-3:00 PM
3:00-5:00 PM

9:00-11:00 AM
A HM138 Democratic Selfhood, Legitimacy, and Leadership
Alienation, Suffering, and the Search for a Sane Society
C HM150 The Frommian Mind — book launch
11:15-1:00 PM Brunch on your own - many options along Broadway and Amsterdam
1:00-3:30 PM Parallel Session 6
A HM138 Psyche, Culture, and Ritual Across Traditions
The Erosion and Renewal of Democracy: Global Perspectives
C HM150 What Made Us Human? Cooperation, Evolution, and Fromm
3:30-4:30 PM PLENARY - Rainer Funk Milbank Chapel
4:00-5:00 PM Closing Remarks & Farewell

Full listings, abstracts, and updates online.

SCAN TO DOWNLOAD
FULL PROGRAMME - ABSTRACTS

EFSNA.ORG
FEATURED SPEAKERS

Glenn Albrecht — Keynote

Environmental philosopher, originator of “solastalgia.”
Thu Oct 8, 5:30-7:00 PM, Milbank Chapel.
Reception follows in Zankel 118.

Rainer Funk — Closing Plenary

Fromm'’s literary executor; Erich Fromm Institute,
Tubingen. Sat Oct 10, 3:30—4:30 PM, Milbank Chapel

GETTING THERE

Subway: 1 train to 116th St-Columbia University,
then north to 120th Street. Bus: M4, M60-SBS,
M104. Street parking is limited.

GOOD TO KNOW

Check-in opens the morning of October 8.

A valid photo ID is required to access the University
Wi-Fi: TC Guest — name and email required at
sign-in.

Breakfast is provided on the 8th and brunch the 9th.

Dinner is provided on on the 8th; Saturday brunch is
on your own.

Wheelchair-accessible entrances and facilities are
available; please send accommodation requests in
advance.

CONTACT

Chiara Ginevra Berra MA  ¢cb3882@tc.columbia.edu

Rory Varrato PhD rv2373@tc.columbia.edu

“Love is the only sane and satisfactory answer to the problem of human existence.”
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